
 

 

Taylorville Public Library Board of Trustees 

Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, March 17, 2020 5:00 p.m. 

Present:  Steven Ward      Ann Chandler Terry Rainey                                                      

Gary Merker        Jim Olive              Terri France           

Peggy Brown       Don Farrimond   

Public:  none 

Absent: Cathy Robertson         

I. President Chandler called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. She advised that Secretary 

Cathy Robertson was serving as an election judge. Terri France would take minutes and 

Steven Ward would record the meeting. Morgan Ebert was excused from attending. 

Chandler offered to allow Ward to participate remotely, but he declined the offer.  

II. Approval of Minutes – Minutes from the February 18, 2020, meeting (Farrimond/Rainey) 

were unanimously approved. Minutes from the February 19, 2020, executive session 

(Farrimond/Olive) were approved unanimously.  

III. Public Forum – none  

IV. Librarian’s Report: 

a. Circulation report – reviewed 

b. Community Room Activity report - reviewed 

c. Gifts & Memorials report - reviewed 

d. Director’s Comments: 

i. Prior to closure because of the state’s response to the Covid-19 outbreak, 

Ward reported a record number of new library cards issues. He stated that 

he had never seen so much traffic in the library.  

ii. Much of the newly ordered furniture has arrived. 

iii. This is the second day of TPL’s temporary closure. 

iv. In early March the staff began stepping up cleaning efforts, wiping down 

all surfaces multiple times daily. All staff are also wearing gloves and 

sanitizing returned materials.  

V. Executive Session  

a. None 

VI. Motions Pertaining to Executive Session   

a. None  

VII. Financial Reports  

a. Current Bills – Approval of the current expenditures with addendum in the 

Operating Fund (Olive/Brown) unanimous roll call.  

b. Capital Fund –Approval of the Capital Fund expenditures (France/Farrimond) 

unanimous roll call.  

c. Operating Receipts:  Board reviewed an updated balance sheet.  

 



VIII. President’s List  

a. Added “Insurance Claim” for water damage from frozen pipe. 

IX. Standing Committee Reports  

a. Finance Committee 

i. TPL has received 129% of anticipated revenue. Ten months into the fiscal 

year 66% of the budget has been expended, but Ward will soon spend 

budgeted funds on furniture and in the children’s area.  

b. Building Committee  

i. TPL suffered a water line break in the staff room. Ward has received a 

check from Chubb Insurance, which is the City’s insurance, for $9350.99 

after the deductible. It paid for repairs, emergency clean up, mold 

prevention, and for new carpet. The only thing not covered was the 

plumbing which cost about $200.  

ii. Prairie Insulation insulated the problem area at a cost of $600 

iii. Ward is getting bids for the replacement of downspouts.  

iv. Parking lot repairs, sealing and painting will begin later in the spring. The 

selected company will begin to schedule jobs in May. 

v. Ward and Keith Summer have done an annual review of the preventative 

maintenance list.  

c. Technology – No action taken. 

d. Personnel  

i. Chairman Rainey presented the Director’s annual evaluation to the board.  

ii. A motion (Rainey/Merker) to approve staff salary increase for FY2021 

was approved unanimously  

iii. A motion (Farrimond/Brown) to approve the Cell Phone Use Policy as 

presented was approved unanimously. 

e. Long Range Planning – No action taken. 

X. Old Business - none 

XI. New Business   

a. A motion (Olive/France) to approve the Sex Offender Policy as presented. 

b. Lost & Found Policy (presentation) was tabled. Ward is still researching details.  

c. The Nominating Committee will meet following the regular meeting. 

d. Ward presented the Pandemic Policy for review and discussion.  

e. Chandler asked permission from the board allowing herself and Ward together to 

make decisions as a precaution in case meetings become unadvisable. Board 

members would be notified by phone. It would be recorded at the next meeting. A 

motion (Farrimond/Brown) was approved unanimously. 

f. A motion (Rainey/Merker) was made stating that in the event of a mandated 

public self-quarantine for the 2020 coronavirus pandemic in Illinois, the 

Taylorville Public Library Board of Trustees will pay all part-time employees in 

full after the use of budget year 2020 vacation and sick days for a period of 40 

business days, with salaried employees expected to work from home as outlined 

in the Pandemic Response Policy. The motion was unanimously approved. 

XII. Motion to adjourn – (Merker/Farrimond) at 5:55 p.m. was unanimously approved. 


