
Taylorville Public Library Board of Trustees 

Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, October 20, 2020 5:00 p.m. 

Present:  Steven Ward  Ann Chandler (attended via telephone)                    

Gary Merker  Terry Rainey             Don Farrimond                                     

Terri France  Jim Olive  Cathy Robertson                                                                                                                                       

Public:  none 

Absent: Peggy Brown 

I. Vice President Rainey called the meeting to order at 5:02 p.m. Morgan Ebert was 

excused from attending.  

II. Approval of Minutes – Minutes from the September 15, 2020, meeting (Chandler/France) 

were approved unanimously. (Note: the date on the September 15, 2020, minutes was 

mistakenly published as August 18, 2020.) 

III. Public Forum – none  

IV. Librarian’s Report: 

a. Circulation report – reviewed 

b. Community Room Activity report - reviewed 

c. Gifts & Memorials report - reviewed 

d. Director’s Comments:  

i. Ward reported that, because of community interest, he attempted to offer 

an outdoor book sale during Taylorville’s Chillifest, but the previous 

Sunday, a staff member reported testing positive for Covid-19. The library 

closed for four days for deep cleaning, and Ward cancelled the book sale. 

He received excellent help from the county health department, Christian 

County Emergency Management Agency, and the local media. 

Thankfully, the employee recovered and returned to work. He plans to 

have a book sale in 2021. 

ii. Ward purchased two mobile shelving units for the children’s area at a cost 

of $3168.19 which is $131.81 under budget. He also purchased six book 

truck carts at a total cost of $2045.13 which is $154.87 under budget. Both 

purchased were allotted for in the current fiscal year. 

V. Motions Pertaining to Executive Session   

a. None  

VI. Financial Reports  

a. Current Bills – Approval of the current expenditures in the Operating Fund 

(France/Robertson) unanimous roll call.  

b. Capital Fund –Approval of the Capital Fund expenditures (Chandler/Olive) 

unanimous roll call.  

c. Operating Receipts: Board reviewed an updated balance sheet.  

VII. President’s List  

a. Parking lot repair and striping, Collection Development Policy, and Lost & Found 

Policy were completed and removed from the list in September. Nothing has been 

added.  



VIII. Standing Committee Reports  

a. Finance Committee 

i. The majority of tax dispersal have been received with TPL at 78% of 

anticipated revenues. Expenditures are at 27% five months into the fiscal 

year. 

ii. Documentation for the Tax Levy is normally presented for consideration 

in October. Because tax revenue dispersals have not been received, 

amounts are not yet available. Ward hopes to present it to the board in 

November. The levy must be filed by the last Tuesday in December, 

leaving ample time to meet the deadline. All taxing bodies in the county 

are delayed this year.  

b. Building Committee  

i. Patching was done in July, and work was completed on September 22 & 

23 with two coats of sealer and striping on both the east and west parking 

lots. The updates add to the curb appeal of the library and will preserve the 

parking surface for a number of years. 

ii. Ward reported that one of the interior automatic doors is not working. Last 

month the board voted to allow Ward to pursue a Live & Learn 

Construction Grant to be used to replace the automatic doors and add 

additional automatic doors to the east entrance. Grant funds, if received, 

would likely not be available to grantees for as much as six months. For 

now, the nonfunctioning door is propped open to allow accessibility, but 

trustees agreed that this situation cannot continue as colder weather 

arrives. The consensus was to make needed repairs to the door at this time 

even though it will eventually be replaced. Ward has contacted Tee Jay 

Central to determine what repairs are needed. 

c. Technology – No action taken. 

d. Personnel 

i. The more senior 29-hour circulation employee was rehired and returned to 

work on October 19. The staff and public are pleased to have her back.  

e. Long Range Planning – No action taken. 

IX. Old Business – None 

X. New Business  

a. Trustees reviewed Chapters 7-9 of Serving Our Public 4.0 per the requirements of 

the Per Capita Grant. These chapters and checklists covered collection 

management, system member responsibilities and resource sharing, and public 

services: reference and reader’s advisory services.  

b. Terry Rainey informed the board that he will be moving out of the district making 

him ineligible to serve as a TPL trustee. He believes this will be his last meeting. 

Ward and the board thanked Rainey for his good service to the library.  

XI. Motion to adjourn – (Merker/France) at 5:33 p.m. was unanimously approved. 


