
Taylorville Public Library Board of Trustees

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 5:00 p.m.

Present: Steven Ward  Ann Chandler Terry Rainey                         
Cathy Robertson       Jim Olive             Terri France        
Gary Merker              Don Farrimond Morgan Ebert                                     

Public: none

Absent: Peggy Brown  

I. President Chandler called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. Terry Rainey recited the oath 
of office and signed a written copy. This will be done annually in May hereafter. 

II. Approval of Minutes – Minutes from the October 15, 2019, board meeting 
(Farrimond/France) were unanimously approved.

III. Public Forum – none 
IV. Motions Pertaining to Executive Session  

a. none
V. Librarian’s Report:

a. Circulation report – reviewed
b. Community Room Activity report - reviewed
c. Gifts & Memorials report - reviewed
d. Director’s Comments:

i. Director Ward stated that he attended an Illinois Heartland Library System
member day in Effingham on Nov. 7, 2019. Ward said it was a good 
opportunity for professional development and networking. 

ii. On 10/29/19 Yard Heating and Cooling performed an annual service 
check on the HVAC system at a cost of $560. Yard recommended an 
annual check of the system rather than twice per year. 

iii. Ricci Plumbing installed two outdoor faucets with shutoff valves and 
access panels at a cost of $1988. 

iv. Keith Summers repainted the area of the men’s restroom that was recently 
repaired after the roof leak.

v. Ward is hoping to have new tables, chairs and shelving in during January. 
He will also work with an electrician to ensure adequate power options for
patrons’ devices.  

vi. Staff is working on weeding children’s books and nonfiction which could 
be sold year round. Books are stored in the back room. Ward plans to put 
the shelving that is being replaced into the back room, paint, put down 
carpet tiles and run the book sale out of this space instead of carrying 
everything to the community room. He stated that Keith, who has 
experience as a book seller, will be a great help with these events. 

vii. Other purchases include ten additional licenses for Office 19 at $29 each 
through Tech Soup. TPL now owns a total of 31 Office 19 licenses. 



viii. Lego Club has been well attended. Ward purchased more Legos and the 
library now has more than 10,000!

ix. Staff are using walkie talkies to communicate from various parts of the 
building. Ward purchased six with a charging base for $109.99.

x. Ward set up a Gmail account that the public can access from the website. 
The president of the board is the recipient. This gives the public a forum to
communicate – whether good or bad – directly with the board. 

xi. Ward worked with Dimond Insurance and BSA to correct mistakes made 
with his Health Reimbursement Account. Payments into the account are 
now being made correctly. 

VI. Financial Reports 
a. Current Bills – Approval of the current expenditures in the Operating Fund 

(France/Merker) unanimous roll call. 
b. Capital Fund –Approval of the Capital Fund expenditures (France/Merker) 

unanimous roll call. 
c. Operating Receipts: Board reviewed an updated balance sheet. 

VII. President’s List 
a. Added East Equipment Cage, parking lot striping, and ivy all to be addressed in 

the spring.
VIII. Standing Committee Reports 

a. Finance Committee
i. By November TPL will should receive all tax deposits, but all are not 

reflected in the current report. TPL has received nearly 123% of 
anticipated revenue. The increase in revenue comes from litigation and 
insurance payments.  Only 43% of the budget has been expended, but 
Ward is ready to spend budgeted funds in the children’s area. 

ii. A motion (Farrimond/Merker) to approve the proposed 2019 tax levy of 
$282,310.35 (104.99% of the previous year’s levy) to be paid in 2020 was 
approved by unanimous roll call. 

b. Building Committee 
i. Ward received an estimate of $6305 for repairs, sealing, and striping the 

East and West parking lots. The vendor advised that repairs be made now 
with sealing and painting to be done when weather permits. Replacement 
of the crumbling curb would cost an additional $1630. Funds would come 
from Miscellaneous Building Expenses. 

ii. Ward will get quotes from two vendors, Henson Robinson and Powers, for
replacement of downspouts that have fallen off the building. He learned 
the downspouts on the building are residential size and lack the capacity 
needed for the expanse of the library’s roof. 

c. Technology – No action taken.
d. Personnel – No action taken

IX. Old Business –none
X. New Business  



a. Per Capita and Equalization Grant requirements:
i. Video – Trustees discussed the video they watched per requirements of the

grant. The library director in the video discussed time management, 
advisory groups, and technology projects. 

ii. Digital archives, both national and state, were discussed. 
iii. Personnel standards were discussed.
iv. Trustee Fact File information was discussed. 

b. A motion (Robertson/Farrimond) to approve the new volunteer policy and 
application, including background checks for volunteers over 18 years old, as 
presented was approved by unanimous roll call

c. A motion (Chandler/Olive) to devote the balance of the funds in the Friends of the
Library account ($5801.24) to be allocated to the children’s area of the library and
for children’s programming was approved by unanimous roll call. It was 
suggested that a plaque be purchased to commemorate the purchase. 

d. There will be a meeting of the Long Range Planning Committee immediately 
following the regular board meeting on December 17, 2019. There was only a 
small percentage of items left to be completed on the current plan. Ward will 
present a draft of a new long range plan. 

     
XI. Motion to adjourn – (Merker/Olive) at 5:59 p.m. was unanimously approved.


